Student Handout: Soccer Around the World

Soccer is played in just about every country in the world. Every four years, there’s an international competition called the World Cup. Sixteen countries compete in the final phase. The 2002 competition, hosted by Japan and Korea, included the countries listed below. 

Directions

Locate these countries on the blank map and write in their names. Color them in — it’s your choice how to color them. Make an attractive border around your map with the flags of these countries, using the correct national colors. Draw pennants to indicate the ranking of the four top teams in the 2002 World Cup competition.

· Belgium

· Brazil, the winner

· Denmark

· England

· Germany, 2nd place

· Ireland

· Italy

· Japan

· Korea, 4th place

· Paraguay

· Mexico

· Senegal

· Spain

· Sweden

· Turkey, 3rd place

· United States

Map Questions: 

1. How many of these countries are in Africa? 

2. How many of these countries are in Asia? 

3. How many of these countries are in Europe? 

4. How many of these countries are in the Americas?
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Student Handout: Soccer Around the World Map

Student Handout: Soccer Rules and Strategies

Directions

Read the following list of requirements for successful soccer. Pick the five most important requirements for building a winning team. In one paragraph, tell which ones you chose and explain the reasons for your choice. 

· Teamwork

· Top physical condition

· Superior technical skills

· Good coaching

· Listen to the coach and follow directions

· Abide by the referees’ calls

· No excessive individualism

· Play your position well

· Never give up

· Remain optimistic

· Follow tactics

· Avoid yellow and red cards

· Be aware of the entire field

· Have a sense of the game as a whole
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